POD IS IN THE DETAILS

For years, we've been using bean
bags as a pinch substitute
for tripods. But they don't
work very well with super-
slim compacts (go ahead,
try to make a 0.8-inch-thick
camera stand up straight). Intro-
ducing THE pod (trademarked
capitalization): a bean bag with a
tripod screw. Just like a traditional
bean bag, this one molds to fit on
iregular surfaces, offers ample sup-
port in most conditions, and fits in a
jacket pocket. But this little guy also
packs a Ya-inch universal screw and
a Velcro tab to fully secure
your camera. THE pod
is available with either
a center or off-center
tripod socket, ranges
in price from $13.50
to $15 (street), and,
according to the
web site, doesn't
require batteries or
technical support.
(THE pod; www.
bogenimaging.us;
416-593-0256)
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